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Introduction

K itchen Inspiration magazine K itchen Inspiration magazine K
is brought to you in conjunction with 
Homebuilding & Renovating magazine and 
RK-Tec. Members of the RK-Tec initiative, 
formed more than a decade ago by Siemens, 
Neff, Bosch, Corian, Franke, Carron, Silestone, 
Dekton, Blum & Callerton, have worked in 
partnership for many years to promote the 
importance of great design, great products 
and great project management when creating 
a dream kitchen for your home.
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Welcome to

Kitchen Inspiration

Together we are delighted to bring you this 
our 7th edition of Kitchen Inspiration. Within 
the following pages we feature our long-term 
involvement with Potton/Kingspan’s unique 
Show Centre and Self Build Academy at St Neots. 
Through a series of kitchen case-studies relating 
to various joint projects, we hope to stimulate 
and whet your appetite, as well as offer tips and 
advice for approaching your new kitchen. 

So with Spring and Summer just around the 
corner,  take advantage of the warmer weather. 
I t ’s a great time to embark on that long 
planned kitchen project whether a self-build, 
renovation, extension, or makeover to your 
existing home.  <<

The creative possibilities are endless with the  
latest N90 collection from NEFF.

Featuring the unique Slide&Hide® oven with disappearing door  
and intuitive Full Touch Control. Our innovative CircoTherm® hot air 
technology enables multiple dishes to be cooked without flavours  
mingling. Further features include cooking with added steam  
and Pyrolytic self-cleaning function, which can leave even the  
most soiled oven spotless in minutes.  

N90 is the ideal choice for cooks that want to create,  
innovate and express themselves.

To find out more, visit neff-home.com/uk

BEAUTIFUL DESIGN, 
INTELLIGENT FEATURES

B58VT68N0B N90 Single Slide&Hide® Oven and  
C18FT56N1B N90 Compact Oven with Full Steam

mingling. Further features include cooking with added steam 
and Pyrolytic self-cleaning function, which can leave even the 

N90 is the ideal choice for cooks that want to create, 

and intuitive Full Touch Control. Our innovative CircoTherm® hot air 
technology enables multiple dishes to be cooked without flavours 
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Design

Embarking on a kitchen project is a multifaceted venture. 
With many decisions; layout, style, furniture, appliances, worksurfaces, sinks, 
taps, lighting, flooring, installation and construction being just some of the 
many considerations that you will encounter, it’s understandable that you’ll 
be apprehensive at the outset.

But you needn’t feel too daunted. The secret to a successful outcome relates 
to the design and planning elements. Getting these right in advance of the 
installation phase, reaps major rewards. It’s far easier to make alterations 
on paper, compared to the costs that would be incurred for changes made 
once on-site and underway.

Imagination

Effective

Agreement

Establishing the specification for your new kitchen is the best place to start. 
Assisting with this, Callerton and the RK-Tec members created the 
‘Design Criteria Questionnaire’. This aide mémoire prompts you to set out the 
requirements for your new dream kitchen. Embracing this, alongside engaging 
a first class kitchen design specialist to guide you through all the many 
elements and phases involved, will pay dividends.

It’s far easier to make alterations on paper, 
compared to the costs that would be 
incurred for changes made once on-site’

All Callerton dealerships also utilise the Compusoft/Winner computer package, 
to produce plans and CAD imagery. This helpful tool enables you to be totally 
involved and engaged in how your project will both look and function, as well 
meeting budgetary requirements, all prior to getting underway. So you can 
rest assured that your new kitchen will meet your expectations and turn your 
dream to a reality.  <<
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Engaging a first class kitchen design specialist 
to guide you through all the many elements 
& phases involved, will pay dividends’

Main: Combining very different styles within 
one kitchen design is Callerton’s latest concept. 
This gives the opportunity to contrast modern 
elements and the more traditional. Crossover/
Hybrid is an exciting and innovative style that 
certainly gets people talking.

Left: Callerton’s Design Criteria Questionnaire 
helps you to ask the important questions and 
helps you and your designer discover the 
kitchen that best suits you and your needs. 
Get your copy from www.rk-tec.co.uk

These plus other questions are featured in the Design Criteria Questionnaire. 
Get your copy from www.rk-tec.co.ukQ

A beautiful kitchen will bring your home to life 
by creating a focal point for socialising and 

family time. Collect pictures from magazines, 
brochures and the web to demonstrate the 

elements you love. These will help your kitchen 
designer to create the perfect setting. 

‘

‘

Thinking about how you use your current 
kitchen is a great place to start, when designing 

your new space. Which elements work well, 
what annoys you and what have you seen in 
kitchen studios or in pictures that you would 

like to incorporate?

What statement do you 
want your kitchen to make?

What do you love about 
your current kitchen?

Questions to ask & discuss with your 
designer while at the planning stage.



Products
Desire

Benefit

Choice
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Main: Multiple working and seating heights, along with 
appliances at just below eye level, make this Callerton 
kitchen truly multigenerational. Reducing bending and 
lifting makes everyone’s life easier.

Above: Beautifully sleek Neff  appliances give this kitchen 
its cooking prowess. A single oven has been combined 
with a compact combination oven and warming drawer 
to ensure lines fl ow eff ortlessly.

Centre: The minimalist monolith of a Franke tap that 
off ers everything from cold and hot mains water to 
fi ltered cold and boiling water in an instant.

Below: Combining angles and curves adds depth to 
a design. Corian worktops wrap around furniture 
perfectly and off er seamless joins.

The plethora of products available for your new kitchen are wide 
and varied: from a design and style perspective to form and function, 
as well as quality and longevity considerations. Of course your kitchen 
should look the part, but equally important is ensuring it performs as per 
your requirements and over the long-term.

Once you have established the design and layout, specifying the 
products follows next. This tends to commence with furniture. Is it to be 
contemporary, traditional or a crossover/hybrid style? Callerton’s brochures, 
publications and picture library all assist with this, but nothing beats seeing, 
touching and feeling the furniture in a life-like studio environment.

The same is true of appliances. Live cookery demonstrations transform 
your understanding of functionality, as well as what best suits you and 
your needs. Appliance requirements span not just the essentials of ovens, 
hobs and refrigeration, but also the products that satisfy your interests 
or make life easier such as wine coolers, dishwashers, coffee machines 
and more. Doing your homework and knowing your options, will greatly 
reward your efforts.

Nothing beats seeing, touching and 
feeling the furniture in a life-like 
studio environment’

Finally worksurfaces, sinks, taps, internal management systems, lighting, 
flooring and all the many other elements required to complete your project 
need time and effort expended on them to ensure the desired final result. 
Bringing these all together in a cohesive manner, under the management 
of your design expert, will deliver a kitchen that wows the eyes and is 
designed for living.  <<

Live cookery demonstrations transform 
your understanding of functionality, 
as well as what best suits you’‘

‘

The wish list is perfect to get started. 
Narrowing it down by speaking with your designer,

 being open and honest about your budget, 
practicality and space is then important but ensure 

you don’t lose sight of the magic and dream you 
started with. Purchasing quality products from 

manufacturers that care will ensure the longevity 
of your new kitchen. Planning carefully and getting 
the design right on paper enables you to save on 

installation by reducing the timescale.

Where can I compromise?



Installation
Planning

Management

Completion
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Main: The inclusion of underfl oor heating or 
an island that requires services demands these are 
planned in conjunction with the kitchen at an early stage.

Detail: Geo-metric features and handle-less doors 
from Callerton’s Monza range are combined 
with Neff  appliances.

Main: Valencia Hi-Gloss Cashmere doors and Abstract 
Expressions features in Graphite Grey Fleetwood from 
Callerton combine to give an ultra modern appeal. 
Feature lighting has been combined with beautiful 
pendants and additional spot lights to make this kitchen pop.

You may have the most amazing kitchen design incorporating 
all the latest products, but without effective installation and project 
management your concept may never realise its full potential. 
Your hard work in the first two phases must carry over into 
this final vital element to successfully achieve your vision.

Whether your project is a new-build, extension or renovation, all require 
advance preparation and service work to be completed prior to installation 
of the kitchen. The two case studies featured later in our magazine 
demonstrate the importance of this. If everything is planned and the 
scheduling of all elements are carried out correctly, timescales, 
budgets and stress levels(!) can all be contained.

If your project involves items such as underfloor heating or down draught 
extraction, remember these need to be factored in at the architectural stage, 
not once construction has commenced. The service drawings must be 
available prior to the start of building work to avoid disruption of both 
the build and installation schedule.

Without effective installation & 
project management your concept may 
never be realised to its full potential’

Embarking on a kitchen project is a significant financial investment, 
and ensuring you have a skilled team of builders, tradespeople and 
installers to deliver it will have a substantial bearing on the outcome.  <<

Service drawings must be available 
prior to the start of building work 
to avoid disruption’

Open plan living gives your home new life. 
Making this space beautiful is important but it also 

needs to be a pleasant space to live in. 
Cooking smells and steam need to be ventilated 

effectively and effi ciently to prevent noxious 
odours lingering. Good ventilation will improve the 

air quality in your home.

Planning and agreeing the layout of your 
kitchen prior to installation is critical. 

Doing so allows any services, such as plumbing, 
gas, electrics and ventilation to be positioned 

correctly before your kitchen fi tter arrives. 
Moving services or making any changes at a 

late stage adds cost and increases disruption as 
the timescale of the fi t will inevitably escalate.

‘

‘ How will your kitchen be 
ventilated?

Are services positioned 
correctly?

Your kitchen is likely to be the most fl exible space 
in your home, used for cooking, dining, entertaining 

and more. Great lighting design will make your kitchen 
truly spectacular. The best time to design your 

lighting scheme is way back at the planning stage. 
This allows you and your designer to consider the 

use of task lighting, mood lighting, pendants, as well 
as feature and accent lighting. Bring these together 
with a fl exible control system that will give you the 

perfect lighting for any time of the day or night.

What about lighting?



Corian® Charging
Surface

Make it 
seamless

Worktops made with Corian® Solid Surface flow 
seamlessly into sinks and splashbacks, combining 
enduring beauty with outstanding functionality.
 
An almost limitless choice of colours, patterns, textures 
and shapes makes Corian® Solid Surface perfect for 
any style, from cool contemporary minimalism to 
traditional country kitchen. 
 
Exceptionally hygienic, easy to clean and repairable, 
Corian® Solid Surface is as practical to live with as it is 
beautiful to look at.

info@cdukltd.co.uk    0113 201 2240     
www.corian.uk    #YouCanWithCorian

DuPont™, Corian®, Corian® Charging Surface, the Corian® Design logo and Make Your Space™ are 
registered trademarks or trademarks or copyrighted material of E. I. du Pont de Nemours or its affiliates.

Photo: Riccardo Bianchi for Corian® Design, art direction Stylemixer; all rights reserved.



Main: Bringing what were two separate rooms together has 
totally transformed not only how the space looks and feels but 
more importantly how it is now used.

C��pac�
Many of the 
kitchens we feature 
in Kitchen Inspiration 
magazine are vast and often 
beyond the dimensions of a 
standard room. The reason 
is that small kitchens tend to 
be difficult to photograph, 
and therefore do not make 
great editorial content. 
With this case study however, 
we are delighted to show 
off a compact kitchen at its 
very best.

Rob and Laura Blackwell 
are an interesting young 
couple who spent the last 
two years in New York, 
one as a civil servant, 
and the other a fine wine 
specialist. Having lived 
Manhattan life to the full, 
including being based in a 
tiny 32nd floor skyscraper 
apartment, they returned 
to their diminutive one 
bedroom house in Dulwich 
craving more space, a small 
garden and privacy. 

The property was ripe 
for a large dose of 
TLC & an injection of 
Manhattan minimalism’

The property was ripe for 
a large dose of TLC and an 
injection of the Manhattan 
minimalism they’d become 
familiar with. The ground 
floor layout consisted of a 
living room, separate kitchen 
and a corridor — total footprint 
less than 30 square metres. 
Retaining the small rear 
garden area was a must, 
so extending the ground floor 
was not an option, but their 
wish list did include the 
addition of a second bedroom.

Retaining the small rear garden was a must, 
so extending the ground floor was not an option, 
but their wish list did include the addition of 
a second bedroom’

Where to start? They were 
lucky that Rob had a long 
standing family friend Grace 
Potts, a Callerton designer in 
Newcastle. Grace worked with 
them on their design criteria 
which included a couple of 
unusual quirks. Rob required 
ample wine storage and Laura 
a spot to house her longed 
for electric piano, but of 
course the kitchen was also 
to remain fully functioning, 
as entertaining and cooking 
were a high priority.  >>

C��pac�
Na����

Left: Kitchen furniture from Callerton combines and contrasts 
contemporary with traditional. This crossover/hybrid concept is perfect 
for the space and gives the couple more than they every expected.

Below: Maintaining the garden area has given the couple outdoor space 
connecting neatly with the kitchen through large windows and doors.

‘

‘



Main: The kitchen may be compact but the appliances from 
Siemens ensure that it performs. An integrated single oven 
(with steam), combination oven with microwave, fridge/ 
freezer and dishwasher complete the sink run with induction 
hob and extraction to the peninsular.

Left: A bulkhead above the peninsular conceals the 
extraction which is vented outside. This removes those 
unwanted cooking odours and keeps the air inside fresh.

Right: Corian worktops combine beautifully with the Kubus 
sink and Neptune tap from Franke. 
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Grace realised early on that 
the original layout could 
not provide the Blackwells
with all they desired, so she 
proposed a completely new 
downstairs arrangement. 
As the CAD drawings 
demonstrate, the design 
included all the elements 
Laura craved, blue furniture 
and copper handles, a table 
to seat six, oven, microwave, 
dishwasher, fridge, freezer, 
hob, extraction and two wine 
coolers. Laura’s reaction to 
Grace’s proposal summed it 
up perfectly: “That’s not my 
house - is it?!”.

Having generated an open 
plan kitchen, living and 
dining layout that totally 
wowed Rob and Laura, 
Grace introduced them to 
James Millar of JAAM Architects, 
London. Their project would 
require structural alterations 
and James’s expertise was also 
necessary to fulfil their upstairs 
alterations to add the 
second bedroom, and in 
obtaining the planning 
permission and building 
warrant. The next fortuitous 
recommendation came from 
James, when he introduced the 
Blackwells to Earl Francis of ESF 
Contractors and his excellent 
team of Tradespeople who 
carried out the renovation.

Rob and Laura are 
enjoying the flexibility 
their home now affords 
them and delight in 
having friends and 
family to stay who can, 
thanks to the renovation, 
now be comfortably 
accommodated. 

With the benefit of 
hindsight they look back at 
their venture and recognise 
that engaging with a 
full team of architects, 
contractors and designers 
was the key to delivering 
this project so successfully. 
A tip they would 
recommend to anyone 
embarking on a similar 
project should employ.  <<

Laura’s reaction to Grace’s 
proposal summed it up perfectly: 
“That’s not my house - is it?!” ’

Engaging with a full team 
of architects, contractors 
& designers was the key’

Above: The original plan shows the separate living room and 
kitchen with images of the cramped and dark space.

Above: Plans and CAD images were used during the planning 
phase to give the couple an opportunity to explore their 
new space. This allowed modifi cations to be made and 
encouraged the colour palette to be determined at an early stage.

‘

B�i�h� & B�����

Keep that summer 
     sunshine feel with a 

Bright & Breezy    
         palette of fi nishes 

and materials. 

The scheme is 
   completed with 

    matching accessories
and complimentary 

bright soft furnishings.

      Balham 90 
Oak Painted Drift Blue

   Monza
Matt Mussel

    Abstract Expressions
White Halifax Oak

Handle-less
    Copper Profi le

Get the look with this colour 
selection from Callerton.

‘



Below Left: The original plan demonstrates the dated 
layout with separate kitchen, family room and conservatory.

Below Right: The separate rooms did not fl ow together 
and left the house feeling disjointed.
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Main: Callerton’s kitchen furniture combines beautifully 
with zones dedicated to diff erent activities within an 
open space that’s perfect for entertaining but designed 
for living.

Middle: Practical architecture is the key to open plan 
living but engaging with your kitchen designer at an early 
stage to ensure extraction and underfl oor heating is 
planned correctly is critical.

Above Right: The island has been used to ‘bridge’ 
cooking and wet areas while increasing the 
available worksurface.

Below Right: Wickambrook in situ at the Potton Self Build 
Show Centre (www.potton.co.uk).

If you’re in the market 
for advice about creating 
your dream home, there is 
no better place to visit than 
the Potton Self Build Show 
Centre at St Neots. Not only 
will you gather information, 
you’ll be inspired by five 
extremely diverse show 
homes and can take part in 
an array of related seminars 
and masterclasses as part of 
the Self Build Academy. 

RK-Tec has been associated 
with the Potton Show Centre 
and Self Build Academy since 
2014 when it was asked 
to create the kitchen for 
the refurbished Gransden 
show-house. Since then 
RK-Tec has been involved 
with the kitchens in the 
Whickhambrook Barn, 
the Elsworth Passivhaus and 
most recently the Milchester.

Earlier in the magazine we 
looked at the importance of 
design, products and project 
management when creating 
a kitchen. Completion 
of the renovation and 
transformation of Potton’s 

RK-Tec has been associated 
with the Potton Show 
Centre & Self Build 
Academy since 2014’

Milchester show house in 
2018 provides the ideal 
opportunity to demonstrate 
what’s involved in the kitchen 
element of such a project.

The Milchester always was an 
imposing house, but internally 
it had become slightly dated 
hence Potton’s decision to 
completely refurbish not only 
the interior, but also to upgrade 
the exterior. The plan of the 
original ground floor layout and 
picture of the existing kitchen 
demonstrate Potton’s decision.

How we use our houses today 
is different to the past – 
open plan, more bathrooms 
and kitchens being a central 
focus. When space allows, 
the trend is to create a combined 
kitchen, living and dining area. 
This was the route Potton 
wished to follow: combining 
the original three rooms to the 
rear of the property into one 
large open plan area. Potton also 
reconfigured the window and 
door layout adding two large 
bi-fold doors opening out onto 
the garden.  >>

Combining the original 
three rooms to the rear 
of the property into one 
large open plan area’

Total

Re-imagine 
how the kitchen 
works within your home

Main: The island has been designed as the primary 
preparation and wet area with plenty of storage and 
impressive bold corner posts from Callerton.

Below Left: Lighting is key to any kitchen. This subtle 
scheme provides highlights to specifi c areas as well as 
more general spotlights.

Below Centre: Potton’s impressive Milchester house at 
the Self Build Show Centre in St Neots.

Below Right: The fi nal plan demonstrates the signifi cant 
alterations to the ground fl oor.

‘

Transformation

‘



RK-Tec’s founding philosophy 
of promoting the importance 
of great design, great products
and great project management 
is well illustrated by the 
Milchester project. Ensuring a
project proceeds efficiently 
requires everything to be 
agreed and correct at the 
design stage. As you can see 
from the CAD imagery and 
the final pictures of the 
finished kitchen, they are 
almost identical. Putting in 
the hard work and effort at 
this stage ensures not only 
that timescales can be met, 
but also budgets.  >>

Ensuring a project 
proceeds efficiently 
requires everything to 
be agreed & correct 
at the design stage’

Main: Large bi-fold doors swing open to let the outside in. 
This makes the room feel even bigger and is perfect for 
summer socialising.

Right: CAD imagery was used to demonstrates the layout 
of the kitchen prior to any building work taking place.
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Featured models: S517T80D1G N90 Dishwasher, KI8413D40 N90 Fridge, 
GI7413C30 N70 Freezer, GI1213D30 N50 Freezer

NEFF built-in appliances are innovative, quiet and unique.

With fl exible refrigeration to suit any kitchen, powerful 
dishwashers to tackle even the most stubborn stains and 
hard-working, effi cient laundry solutions, NEFF integrated 
appliances do everything to make life easier.

Working seamlessly and quietly in the background, 
you can enjoy getting creative in the kitchen. 

To fi nd out more, visit neff -home.com/uk

WE’VE CLOSED THE 
DOOR ON HARD WORK

‘

      Trewick 
Oak Painted Sail

   Wall Covering
French Grey

    Abstract
Border Oak

Trewick 
   Oak Painted Porcelain

Get the look with this colour 
selection from Callerton.

Traditional Twist

Bring a modern twist 
to a traditional design 
with strong autumnal 
tones and warm wood. 

The scheme is 
   given vibrancy with 
a raspberry red rug, 

matching cushions and 
decorative candle sticks.



Main: Keep recycling in mind when designing your new 
kitchen. Make sure there’s plenty of storage for bottles, 
cans and cardboard before they make the trip outside. 

Above: If you’re thinking of moving to open plan living a 
large quiet dishwasher is a must. It lets you clear the tops 
while cooking so that the space looks clean and tidy.

Right: A space tower from Blum is the perfect storage 
solution. Separate internal drawers ensures everything 
is organised and easy to access.

Below Right: The substantial outdoor space can be 
enjoyed when the bi-fold doors are opened and the 
outside is welcomed in.

The installation of the 
kitchen was straight 
forward because Potton’s 
contractors ensured all the 
services, first fix electrics, 
plumbing, ventilation and 
heating were in situ prior 
to commencement. 
Over and above this the 
wood floor was laid and 
the room pre-painted to 
safeguard the new kitchen 
from plaster dust.

As the photos demonstrate, 
the RK-Tec members’ 
latest products feature 
throughout, creating a 
design-led, characterful 
kitchen that caters for all the 
needs of modern living.  <<

Potton recognised the 
importance of the design and 
specification being finalised 
prior to the on-site phase. 
This made the kitchen 
element of the project a joy 
as the design, specification, 
service drawings, dimensions 
and detail were all concluded 
well before building work 
commenced. A process RK-Tec 
would always recommend 
those embarking on similar 
projects should follow.

All the services, 
first fix electrics, plumbing, 
ventilation and heating were 
in situ prior to commencing’

1   Inspiration
Be creative and research widely to determine what 
you would like to achieve. Brochures, magazines, 

online and of course kitchen specialist studios.

3   Design
Get your kitchen professional involved at an early 
stage as their experience and contacts will help to 

form the basis of the project.

4   Products
Choosing quality products that best suit you, 

your design and the way they will be used will 
ensure your new kitchen stands the test of time.

2   Budget
Get a feel for the price of furniture, appliances, 

worktops, sinks, taps, lighting and fl ooring as well 
as any building and decorating work required.

5   Planning
Ensure your design and layout is correct on paper. 

Making decisions at this stage is critical to 
ensuring the project runs effi  ciently and to schedule.

6   Preparation
Removing the old kitchen, building work and moving 

any services comes next. Make sure this, along with any 
decoration, is done before the new kitchen arrives.

7   Installation
Having a clear room and professionals available 
to connect services where necessary will allow 

this stage to progress well.

8   Worktops
These may need to be templated after 

the furniture is installed. So a little patience 
may be needed.

The most important point of all. 

Enjoy Your New Kitchen

The Kitchen Project Roadmap
To ensure your kitchen project runs smoothly follow these steps.

…TO DISCUSS YOUR  
PROJECT WITH OUR TEAM
The show centre is open 6 days a week 
(Monday – Saturday). Every weekday one of 
our self-build experts is available to discuss 
your project whatever stage of the journey 
you’re at. You don’t need to arrange a time to visit 
the show centre but you can book an appointment 
to meet an expert through our website. The team have a lot of 
experience between them and if they don’t have the answers you need 
they’ll be able to point you in the direction of someone that does.

WHY SHOULD YOU VISIT ... 

THE POTTON 
SHOW CENTRE

…TO EXPLORE OUR FIVE, FINISHED 
& FURNISHED SHOW HOMES
Everyone loves a show home but don’t visit us just to see the houses. 
Use them as a tool to help you think about how you want to live in your 
new home, how you want the rooms to flow into each other and how 
big you want individual spaces to be. It’s also a good place to work out 
how you want to decorate your new home and explore kitchen and 
bathroom design options. Each of our show homes offers something 
different and the stunning Milchester, the largest home on our site, 
was completely remodelled and refurbished last year. Our show 
centre guide will help you move around the site, give room and plot 
dimensions and provides advice on how to budget for your new build.

…TO EXPLORE OUR 
OUR PRODUCT CENTRE 
& BUILD SYSTEMS
One product centre displays the insulated 
structural build solutions we design 
manufacture and construct. One centre 
shows our most build systems including 
Ultima, currently our most popular 
and the TEK system that is suitable for 
Passivhaus and very low energy builds 
like our Elsworth show home. The other 
product centre demonstrates some of 
the most popular window, door and 
stair products that we provide to Potton 
customers; the Potton Package is about 
so much more than the building structure 
and the centre will help you understand 
the full extent of our product offering. 

OPEN
MON - FRI 9am -5pm

SAT 10am - 4pm

Book an appointment on our website 
to meet with one of our Self-Build 
Consultants when you visit.
www.potton.co.uk

New
Makeover

POTTON SELF BUILD SHOW CENTRE
MILL LANE

LITTLE PAXTON, ST NEOTS
PE19 6EF

www.potton.co.uk
01480 403285

…TO ATTEND AN 
EVENT OR COURSE
The show centre is also home to the Self Build 
Academy. Almost everything the academy does is 
free of charge and there is a range of courses and 
seminars to support you right from the very beginning 
of your journey. Book your place on our website. 

www.potton.co.uk 

‘
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To find out more about Blum UK please call 
0800 917 5550 or visit www.blum.com  <<

Leading furniture
fittings provider Blum
Think Differently
with its innovative
LEGRABOX drawer
system. No such
thing as the perfect
drawer? Blum thinks
differently and has a
superb solution to suit
every size and style of
kitchen design.
This exceptional box
system is characterised
by its clear contours,
parallel drawer side
design and accent
lines. Linear, sleek and
slim, it’s the must-have
storage solution for
classic or contemporary
kitchens alike.

KITCHEN
DESIGN

Main: The Caxton house at the Potton Show Centre and Self Build Academy.

Refresh
Renew

Of the five houses 
at Potton’s Show Centre and 
Self Build Academy, only one 
doesn’t as yet incorporate 
an RK-Tec inspired kitchen – 
the Caxton. This traditional 
heritage style, one and a half 
storey house incorporating 
Potton’s signature post and 
beam method of construction, 
is crying out for a makeover of 
the existing dated kitchen.

Unlike the Milchester we 
featured earlier, in this case 
there was no scope for 
structural alterations to the 
property. So to all intents 
and purposes Potton’s brief 
was to explore replacing the 
kitchen. However, even when 
constrained by an existing 
predefined space, there is still 
ample opportunity for breadth 
and diversity of design.

There was no scope for structural alterations 
to the property. So to all intents & purposes 
Potton’s brief was to explore replacing the kitchen’

During the 
design phase, 
Callerton’s design 
team were able 
to demonstrate 
how a variety of 
contrasting styles 
from traditional to 
contemporary or 
industrial, were all 
possibilities for 
this property.  >>

‘

As well as looking 
the part, LEGRABOX 
delivers on practical 
and functional form 
with quality, 
smooth-gliding 
runners and a full 
load bearing capacity 
of 40kg or 70kg 
depending on width.

Blum thinks differently & 
has a solution to suit 
every size & style of kitchen’‘

a perfect drawer system for every kitchen style

Experience Elegance with Blum’s LEGRABOX

Main: Orion Grey LEGRABOX deep pan drawers easily accommodate 
heavy pots and pans. 

Above: LEGRABOX drawer with AMBIA-LINE cutlery inserts and 
handy knife-block means everything is instantly available.

CHALLENGE
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Above Right: The plan shows the Caxton kitchen area 
with a large U shaped layout that includes a peninsular.

Main: Frame Eff ect pieces and Shaker doors from Callerton 
give this kitchen a traditional feel which is completed 
with a signature fl oating chimney breast.

Contemporary

Traditional
This first Shaker inspired 
design incorporates Frame 
Effect furniture, making 
a feature of the post and 
beam in the centre of the 
kitchen and forgoing the 
existing island. The layout 
is simple but functional; 
a wet area below the 
windows, a cooking area 
framed by an elegant 
chimney mantle and glazed 
cabinetry on the back wall. 
Oodles of preparation 
and storage space is 
incorporated within the 
peninsular, which also 
comprises a breakfast bar, 
not to mention refrigeration 
and a butler’s pantry housed 
in the tallboy adjacent to the 
double doors from the hall.  >>

Totally opposite in style 
is a Hi-Tec contemporary 
handle-less design with a 
centre island. A broad palette 
of pastel colours in hi-gloss 
or matt, mixed with wood 
effects, provides endless 
variations. The post in this 
instance is incorporated 
within the island. 

An imposing tall floating 
bank covers the entire back 
wall and comprises: oven, 
combi microwave, warming 
drawer, coffee machine, 
fridge, freezer and plenty of 
storage. The sink run houses 
both the dishwasher and 
waste-bin for recycling. 
The island accommodates 
the hob, breakfast bar and 
storage and creates an 
interesting focal point.  >>

Hi-Tec contemporary 
handle-less design 
with a centre island’

Shaker inspired 
design incorporates 
Frame Effect furniture, 
making a feature of 
the post & beam in the 
centre of the kitchen’

‘ ‘
‘

Above Right: This version of the kitchen plan shows two 
defi ned banks and a substantial island with raised seating.

Main: The large fl oating bank and handle-less hi-gloss fi nish 
fused with wood eff ect makes this modern intervention stand 
out and contrast dramatically with the style of the Caxton.

An imposing 
floating bank covers 
the entire back wall’
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rid This Deco inspired crossover/
hybrid design mimics the layout 
of the traditional Shaker design. 
But, with the introduction of soft 
Deco curves, opposing depths 
of furniture, differing heights 
of wall cabinets, as well as 
contrasting high-gloss and 
veneer lacquered furniture, 
totally transforms the look. 

Industrial
A current design trend 
encompasses an industrial 
inspired look and feel. 
This specific layout and 
concept integrates a 
rather simplistic and 
brutalist approach. 
The bare brickwork, 
pared back furniture, 
stainless steel appliances, 
understated Shaker 
inspired furniture in 
a dark colour, brash 
handles and assorted 
worksurfaces, all combine 
together to create a 
striking look - but one that 
maintains functionality. 
This particular kitchen is 
designed to impress.

Keep an open mind to the design possibilities available to you when planning for a new kitchen. 
By working with a talented designer, you’ll be inspired to discover new trends and explore 
established concepts, to uncover your preference and find your own unique style.  <<

A current design trend 
encompasses an industrial 
inspired look & feel’

Uncover your preference & 
find your own unique style’

The amalgamation 
of handle-less and 
handled furniture, 
introduction of the 
elegant curved and 
glazed pillar box 
cabinetry, amongst a 
wide variety of other 
details, highlights the 
kitchen’s hybrid nature.  >>

This Deco inspired 
crossover/hybrid design 
mimics the layout of the 
traditional Shaker design’
‘

‘

‘

Above Right: This layout has a similar U shaped design to 
the traditional option but has a completely diff erent feel.

Main: With the curves of Callerton’s Deco feature being 
combined with a mix of handled and handle-less doors 
this mix of styles is truly diff erent, truly crossover/hybrid.

Above Left: The fi nal design shows an L shaped kitchen 
with an island wrapping around the post.

Main: The latest trend for industrial, raw design is 
demonstrated with a combination of materials. Woods, metals, 
worktops and fl at painted doors bring this style to life. 



Smart today.
Smart tomorrow.
With Home Connect you can now easily manage your 
Bosch Home Appliances from anywhere, at any time. 
Constant updates to the app and an open ecosystem 
ensure that the appliances stay up to date. 

bosch-home.co.uk

Franke’s innovative new Box Center sink does just about everything 
(apart from the washing up!)

Kitchen Spotlight
Sinks & Taps

contact Franke on 
tel: 0161 436 6280 
or visit the website 
www.franke.co.uk

With its innovative new 
Box Center, Franke has 
reinterpreted the kitchen 
sink and transformed it into 
the heart of the kitchen. 
The Box Center isn’t just a 
super-stylish double bowl 
sink, it’s also an ergonomic 
workcentre with everything 
you need close at hand for 
prepping, chopping, washing, 
rinsing and draining. 

Its second bowl cleverly 
incorporates a wire rack with a 
removeable stainless steel cover 
that neatly holds accessories 
including a knife block with 
three professional knives, 
two chopping boards and 
a strainer bowl.

The accessories lift out easily 
when you need them and stow 
away to drain into the bowl and 
dry when you have finished 
with them. The knife block has 
the option to be freestanding 
and the chopping boards 
and colander fit snugly over 
the main bowl, making food 
preparation easy and allowing 
the sink to double up as a 
serving area for entertaining. 

The sink features the easy 
installation of a slim-top inset 
model with its low-profile 
design offering a streamlined, 
contemporary aesthetic.

At just 860 x 510mm and fitting a 
900mm cabinet it’s ideal for compact 
spaces, and its combination of sleek, 
linear design and high functionality 
will complement any kitchen interior 
and lifestyle.  

The Box Center also features 
Franke’s unique push-button pop 
up waste, which automatically 
drains the sink water away 
without you having to dip your 
hands into the dirty dishwater.  

RRP inc VAT for the Box Center 
is £1,400. Further information is 
available from www.franke.co.uk  <<Franke has 

reinterpreted 
the kitchen sink 
& transformed 
it into the heart 
of the kitchen’

‘
Its combination of sleek, 
linear design & high functionality 
will complement any kitchen’‘

For further information, 

Main: The Box Center includes a range of accessories, 
including chef quality knives, knife holder, stainless steel strainer bowl, 
food preparation platter, chopping board and wire rack which cleverly 
stow away neatly in the sink’s second bowl when not in use, 
leaving the stylish feature point organised and clutter-free.

Above: Perfect for kitchens great and small, 
Franke’s new Box Center is the ultimate 
multi-functional sink, ergonomically 
designed to cleverly transform 
into a workstation with its 
integrated food prepping 
accessories for chopping, 
washing, rinsing and 
draining all close 
at hand.
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The best way to 
demonstrate the results of 
the Design Community in 
2018 is to look at imagery 
of various displays which 
emanated from the initiative, 
as well as CAD imagery 
of others currently in 
the pipeline. The Design 
Community has an action 
packed programme in 2019 
and we look forward to 
seeing the results.  >>

Interacting with 
designers from their 
Dealer Network 
to work on developing 
new products & concepts’

The previous edition 
of Kitchen Inspiration 
looked at Callerton and 
RK-Tec’s Design Community 
initiative. This revolved 
around Callerton’s design 
team and RK-Tec members 
interacting with designers 
from their Dealer Network 
to work on developing new 
products and concepts – 
spilling over into the creation 
of innovative displays. 

Main: Contemporary Callerton studio design brings together Extra Thick 
Cubic features in Chelsea Dark Grey Stained Oak with Valencia Hi-Gloss 
Cashmere doors.

Above: Grande Deco features and Chelsea Trio doors in  Mocca Stained 
Oak contrast with Balham 90 doors in Flat Painted Porcelain.

Centre: A handle-less Valencia Hi-Gloss White fl oating eff ect island and 
sink run with True Oak wall cabinets from Callerton.

Left: Industrial display with prominent peninsular open unit complete 
with solid wood slats and smart cube metal shelving on feature wall.

BBBIGIGIGIGIGIG
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‘

The



A further exciting initiative 
relates to Education and Training. 
Callerton is creating a new 
training suite at its head office 
and factory in Sunderland, 
to showcase its furniture and 
which will incorporate RK-Tec 
members’ products. This is aimed
at expanding both the skill and 
knowledge of those designing 
with Callerton product ranges. 
Callerton also intends to host 
consumer events, as its new 
training suite will incorporate a 
fully working kitchen, living and 
dining facility.

Education and training is something 
the RK-Tec members are passionate 
about. Siemens, Neff, Bosch, Corian, 
Franke, Carron, Silestone, Dekton, Blum 
and Callerton all run their own training 
programmes and are supporters of the 
kitchen industry’s efforts to expand 
skill, knowledge and training. 
Initiatives such as the Bucks University 
Degree course and the Design 
Technician apprenticeship scheme are 
both worthy examples. 

Taking a project from a blank canvas 
and creating exciting and innovative 
kitchens to satisfy the needs, 
requirements and aspirations of the 
end client - is a real skill and to be 
mastered requires passion, 
effort and dedication. The RK-Tec 
members manufacture quality 
products and are delighted to 
participate in initiatives that further 
develop the skill, knowledge and 
ability of designers’ engagement 
with these.  <<

Creating exciting & 
innovative kitchens 
to satisfy the needs, 
requirements & aspirations 
of the end client 
- is a real skill’

Left Above: Callerton’s new training facility with working kitchen.

Left Centre: An innovative industrial display with bench seating area and 
sophisticated glazed cabinetry and an inviting dark green paint fi nish.

Left Below: An integrated table combines with a large cooking area to give 
this display an open feel. The substantial cooking bank off ers great storage.

Right Above: The ultra contemporary look, off ered by this display, 
brings together sleek handle-less doors and a fl oating eff ect island.

Right Below: This crossover/hybrid display off ers various seating heights 
for socialising when cooking and dining together.

Callerton is creating 
a new training suite 
at its head office & 
factory in Sunderland’

www.rk-tec.co.uk
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Main: This Frame Eff ect display kitchen from Callerton off ers a taste of 
the traditional with a twist of the modern. Signature pieces such as the 
fl oating Edmonton chimney breast makes this design truly unique.



Over 35 years of success in the manufacture of design-led kitchen furniture, 
  places Callerton at the forefront of style, innovation and choice.

www.callerton.co.uk
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Cosentino have turned to science in order to create an ultra-compact 
surface which rivals all other worktops in the market. Dekton by 
Cosentino uses the latest technical innovations available to create a 
truly remarkable product, which is of a size and thinness never before 
seen with extreme levels of performance

This new material is highly resistant to scratching and impact, plus it 
has the lowest porosity with maximum resistance to stains. Dekton 
has excellent colour stability due to its resistance against UV rays, and 
it offers the highest possible performance against heat and thermal 
shock. Available in a variety of colours, and now in a high gloss polished 
version, it can be used across any surface in your home, from floors to 
walls to worktops. Invest in Dekton, and your kitchen surfaces will look 
fantastic for years to come.

www.dekton.com

Silestone Quartz worktops are the original 
quartz worktops. Available in a spectacular 
range of colours and virtually non-porous, 
Silestone Quartz has nearly four times 
the flexural strength of granite and a high 
resistance to scratching, staining and heat 
damage. Plus all come with the Silestone 
25-year warranty so you can be confident in 
your purchase.

www.silestone.com

Of Quartz you can...

Worktops without limits

JHIGH STAIN 
RESISTANCE

HIGHLY UV
RESISTANT

HIGH SCRATCH
RESISTANCE

HIGHEST SCRATCH
RESISTANCE

RESISTANT TO
CHEMICAL PRODUCTS

RESISTANT TO
FREEZING &THAWING

U HIGH IMPACT 
RESISTANCE

MAXIMUM RESISTANCE
TO FIRE & HEAT

RESISTANCE
TO ABRASION

Rç

Dekton is a new, remarkable and 
totally unrivalled worktop which is 
so beautiful and versatile it can be 
used both indoors and outside.

Beautiful, functional and 
hygienic, Silestone by 
Cosentino worksurfaces 
are composed of over 90% 
natural quartz crystal.

THE ORIGINAL

Blue, black, grey Red, black, grey Black, grey Grey

9 8 7 4 5
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Siemens Home Appliances

With the Home Connect App, you can already control your 
Wi-Fi enabled Siemens home appliances on your smartphone. 
Now, you can access an ever-growing network of partner 
services, upgrading your house to a connected home. 
Discover a life full of exciting possibilities with Home Connect. 
siemens-home.bsh-group.com/uk  
 
The future moving in.

Every connection lets 
your world grow.
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Partners brought to you 
by Home Connect

Download and install 
Home Connect App
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